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For decades, transport has been dominated by engineering approaches. As a reaction to this dominance, in the 1970s the activity-based approach was developed in which individual travel behaviors were studied in a multidisciplinary framework (Jones, 1983; Kitamura, 1988). As a consequence, in addition to infrastructural policies, spatial, temporal and travel management policies tailored to specific population categories and situations were developed. Also Social Change and Sustainable Transport tries to break the dominance of engineering and logistics research approaches by integrating social, economic, and behavioral sciences into the transport field. This renewed interest in the non-technical disciplines redresses the neglect of the social dimension of sustainability. Since the Brundlandt Commission published Our Common Future in 1987, the economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability have been put high on the agendas of both politicians and researchers. Issues such as the increasing differentiation in household types and lifestyles, the social response to policy initiatives, the impact of new information and communication technologies on daily life, more leisure travel, accessibility, equity, integrated approaches to planning and other social issues have gained in importance. 

Inspired by this changing transport scene, Black and Nijkamp organized the 1999 Social Change and Sustainable Transport Conference at the University of California, Berkeley. The conference was supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF) in the United States and the European Science Foundation (ESF) based in France. The organizers invited authors from such disciplines as geography, economics, political science, sociology and psychology from both sides of the Atlantic. Social Change and Sustainable Transport stems from this conference. Less than 25% of the papers presented at the conference have been included. Most focused on identifying research themes worth pursuing by transatlantic research teams, or were based on comparative transatlantic studies. Sandwiched between the Introduction and Closing thoughts are 36 papers, organized in 8 parts: (I) An Overview; (II) Social Change and Sustainability of Transport; (III) Dependence on the Automobile; (IV) Quality, Equity, and Mobility; (V) Increasing Travel and Transport; (VI) Sustainability and Freight Transport; (VII) Cultural Perspectives; (VIII) Alternative Solutions. Not all the contributions put the same degree of emphasis on social issues. Some of the chapters on freight transport, for example, have at the most an indirect relevance for the social dimension of sustainability. Most of the other chapters can be placed under four major themes for studying social change and sustainable transport: an overview of major problems; cultural perspectives on mobility; differentiation in transport needs and preferences; quality of life. 

Based on five problem clusters (sustainability; social change; globalization; information technology; institutional considerations), the chapter written by Van Geenhuizen, Nijkamp, and Black develops an integrative research framework that is used to identify new research issues in social change and sustainable transport for transatlantic collaboration. Each of the five problem clusters is central to one or more of the other chapters of part I of the book. Martin Wachs is convinced that, through failing to incorporate considerations of information processing and telecommunication into transportation planning for the coming two or three decades, we will be planning transportation systems to meet yesterday’s needs. Were they to be further pursued, some of the interesting research issues he formulated, combined with those raised by Koski and Giuliano and Gillespie, would be capable of forestalling this prospect of the future locked in the past. Wegener and Greene focus in their paper on the advantages of comparative research on sustainability that explores the differences in geographical, cultural and institutions in Europe and North America in order to learn more about transport systems and public policies. Janelle and Beuthe deal with the links between globalization and transportation. Finally, Rietveld discusses the meaning of institutional arrangements for sustainable transport and makes a plea for these to be made more explicit in transport models.  

Cultural aspects of transport are the focus of some very interesting chapters on car dependency in Denmark, the USA, and Sweden, in which the dynamics of automobilization and the various components of car dependency and car use as learned behavior are discussed. In another chapter, the relationship between the development of infrastructural networks and community ties in a globalizing world is discussed. 

Differences in travel needs and preferences are a consequence of rising incomes, more leisure time, an aging population, and individualization. Chapters on lifestyles, women, the elderly, households with children, leisure travel, and the positive utility of travel show the consequences for travel. Needs and preferences are defined not only by sociological and economic criteria, but also by psychological criteria. Gatersleben and Uzzell present a psychological framework for the perception and evaluation of transport-related problems. Some of these psychological aspects are also considered in other contributions.

Equity and accessibility are two aspects of the quality of life. Feitelson deals with environmental equity; he draws a distinction between 1st order effects (the distribution implications of transport) and 2nd order effects (the effects of transport on land use, urban form, and activity patterns). Janelle describes the dynamics in accessibility for USA, and Gould and Golob focus on virtual accessibility. The impact of urban form on the (environmental) quality of life is discussed in chapters on Stockholm, Chicago, and edge cities in USA.

Black and Nijkamp deserve our thanks and our compliments for their efforts in stimulating researchers from so many different disciplines on both sides of the Atlantic to write papers on the various subjects related to the social dimension of sustainable transport. Although social issues are not prominent in all the contributions, the book contains many interesting and valuable chapters that make it a worthwhile addition to the literature on sustainable transport. 
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